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fact, I believe the man was free from the legal charge — at 
least so it appeared to the jury who tried him, for ho was ac- 
quitted. Snort-lived, indeed, was the triumph of his adversa- 
ries, and immediately on his liberation they began to tremble 
for the security of their tenure. He had sworn that though 
it should cost him his life, hewould endeavour to recover the pre- 
mises of which he had been dispossessed, and they knew him too 
well to doubt him : a council of war was held, and the question 
proposed, should the place be defended or evacuated ? The lat- 
ter alternative was adopted, not without good reason ; but it 
was likewise determined that it should never again afford 
such protection to Connell as it had, or present an obstacle to 
the entry of the legitimate claimant, when fortune should so 
far favour him ; and in pursuance of this policy the stately 
mansion was levelled to the ground — house and offices, even to 
the walled enclosures, every spot that could again harbour a 
freebooter. 

But it was not so easy to baffle that indefatigable customer : 
half of his resources were not yet expended ; his followers, re- 
animated by his escape, gathered roundhiin again ; andbefore 
his dismayed antagonists recovered from their disappointment, 
he was strongly and securely entrenched in an earthen fort 
of his own construction, in which he displayed as much science 
and foresight, as woidd have done credit to Carnot. This 
was the period of bis highest triumph ; his insolence became 
unbounded ; and he used, I am informed, to stalk through the 
streets of Thurles, on the most public occasions, armed to the 
teeth, and defying the best man in the town " to lay a wet 
finger on him." It is not to be supposed that these extraor- 
dinary proceedings could fail of reaehiug the ears of the high 
functionaries who were called upon to decide upon the rights 
of the rival claimants, and who, not regarding Connell as the 
very fittest person to undertake the care of the litigated pro- 
perty, ordered him to be instantaneously dispossessed, and 
forwarded writs to tbat purport to the sheriff. That officer, 
no way astray as to the dangers and difficulties he should en- 
counter in any attempt to dislodge such a desperado, collec- 
ted as much of the civil and military force of the district as 
was available, and proceeded to execute his perilous behest. 
Of course he was resisted, and it was soon found that the 
most violent measures should be resorted to. An order was 
given to storm the fort, and the attempt was answered by a 
volley from within, that tumbled a couple of the assailants, 
and drove back the remainder. The conflict became deadly, 
but so securely were the banditti posted, that all the efforts 
of the besiegers made scarce any impression upon them: can- 
non alone could be effectual, and a dispatch was sent for it. 
In the meantime a general assault was given, with partial 
success, which seemed to dishearten Connell so far as that he 
attempted a sortie for the purpose of escaping. Two of his 
sons fell in the melee, but all the rest of the party succeeded 
in getting off, leaving some half dozen of the assailants half 
dead or dying. He was now, undoubtedly, within the reach 
of the law, and warrants were issued for his apprehension ; 
but for a long time no one dared to attempt executing them, 
notwithstanding that very large rewards were offered. At 
length, a bailiff who had some private pique against him, to 
act as an additional stimulant, undertook the dangerous en- 
terprize — succeeded in dogging him to his retreat, and on his 
attempting to snatch a pistol to defend himself, shot, him 
through the head, and put an end to the career of a veal Irish 
Dare-Devil. A.M'C. 



Perverse Conduct of Man Among the many properties 

of human nature which almost exceed comprehension, comes 
the parsimony of the rich and the extravagance of the poor. 
Some rich men spare to-day, as if they feared starving to- 
morrow, and the indigent often consume in an hour what they 
may feel the want of for a week. These properties are the 
more unaccountable, because parsimony is chiefly found to 
predominate in aged people, who may expect death every day, 
and extravagance chiefly in the young, who may reasonably 
hope to live many years ; as if old people hoard money be- 
cause they cannot want it, and young ones throw it away 
because it is necessary to their subsistence. 

Fkien'ds and Enemies. — While we value the praise of our 
friends, we should not despise the censures of our enemies ; 
as from the malice of the latter we frequently leaf n our faults, 
which the partiality of the former led them to overlook or 
conceal. 



Ghosts Everywhere Could anything be more miracu- 
lous than an actual authentic ghost ? The English Johnson 
longed, all his life, to see one, but could not, though he went 
to Cock-lane, and thence to the church-vaults, and tapped on 
coffins. Foolish doctor ! Did he never, with the mind's eye, as 
well as with the body's, look round him into that full tideof 
human life he so loved ? did he never so much as look into him- 
self ? The good doctor was a ghost, as actual and authentic as 
heart could wish ; well nigh a million of ghosts were travel- 
ling the streets by his side. Sweep away the illusion of time ; 
compress the three-score years into three minutes : what else 
was he — what else are we ? Are we not spirits, shaped into 
a body, into an appearance, and that fade away again into 
air and invisibility ? This is no metaphor ; it is a simple sci- 
entific/act ; we start out of nothingness, take figure, and are 
apparitions ; round us, as round the veriest spectre, is eter- 
nity ; and to eternity minutes are as years and a>ons. Where 
now is Alexander of Macedon ? — does the steel host that 
yelled in fierce battle-shouts at Issus and Arbela remain be- 
hind him ; or have they all vanished utterly, even as perturbed 
goblins must ■? Napoleon too, and his Moscow retreats and 
Austerlitz campaigns — was it all other than the veriest spec- 
tre-hunt, which has now, with its howling tumult that made 
night hideous, flitted away ? Ghosts ! — there are nigh a 
thousand millions walking the earth openly at noontide ; some 
half- hundred have vanished from it, some half-hundred have 
arisen in it, ere thy watch ticks once. Generation after ge- 
neration takes to itself the form of a body, and, forth issuing 
from Cimmerian night on heaven's mission, appears. What 
force and fire is in each he expends : one grinding in the 
mill of industry; one, hunter-like, climbing the giddy Alpine 
heights of science; one madly dashed in pieces on the rocks 
of strife, in war with his fellow ; and then the heaven-sent is 
recalled ; his earthly vesture falls away, and soon even to 
sense becomes a vanished shadow. Thus, like some wild- 
flaming, wild-thundering train of heaven's artillery, does this 
mysterious mankind thunder and flame, in long-drawn, quick- 
succeeding grandeur, through the unknown deep. Thus, like 
a God-created, fire-breathing spirit-host, we emerge from 
the Inane, hast« stormfully across the astonished earth, then 
plunge again into the Inane. But whence? Oh, heaven, 
whither ? Sense knows not ; faith knows not, only that it is 
through mystery to mystery, from (Sod and to God. — Cm- 
lyle's Essays. 

The Metropolis London in length is nearly 8 miles, 

its breadth 3, and its circumference 26. It contains above 
8,000 streets, lanes, alleys, and courts, and more than 65 dif- 
ferent squares. It has 246 churches and chapels, 207 meet- 
ing houses for Dissenters, 43 chapels for foreigners, and 6 
synagogues for Jews — making 502 places of public worship. 
The number of inhabitants during the sitting of Parliament 
is estimated at 1.250,000. In this vast city there are upu ards 
of 4,000 seminaries for education, 10 institutions for promo- 
ting the arts and sciences, 122 asylums for the indigent, 17 
for the sick and lame, 13 dispensaries, 704 charitable institu- 
tions, 58 courts of justice, 7,040 professional men connected 
with the various departments of the law. There are 13.300 
vessels trading to the river Thames in the course of a year, 
and 40,000 waggons going and returning to the metropolis in 
the same period, including their repeated voyages. The 
amount of exports and imports to and from the Thames is es- 
timated at £66,811,922 sterling annually, and the property 
floating in this vast city every year is £170,000,000 sterling. 
These circumstances may be sufficient to convince us of the 
amazing extent and importance of the capital of the British 
empire. 

No person can be happy without friends. The heart is 
formed for love, and cannot be satisfied without the opportu- 
nity of giving and receiving affection. If we love others, they 
will love us ; and in order to have friends, we must show our- 
selves friendly. Hence it is every one's duty to cultivate a 
cheerful and obliging disposition. It is impossible to be 
happy without it. 

He who would do justly to all men, must begin from know- 
ing to be not unjust to himself. 
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